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Yuta Jozawa', Chikara Kawagoe® and Shingo Akita'*: Ecklonia cava subsp. stolonifera stranded on the
coast of Shinori, Hakodate, Japan. Jpn. J. Phycol. (Sérui) 72: 183-184, November 10, 2024

The phaeophyte Ecklonia cava subsp. stolonifera is distributed along the Japanese and Korean coasts
of the Sea of Japan. The northernmost population has been found in Hokkaido, but the records were
limited to Matsumae-kojima Island located southwestern off the main island of Hokkaido. In the
present paper, we report the stranded thalli of E. cava subsp. stolonifera on the main island. The thalli,
complexity tangled with several individuals of Sargassum spp., were accidentally found at Shinori,
Hakodate (41°45'53.9"N, 140°49'12.1"E) in July 2024. The pressed specimen was deposited to the
Herbarium of Faculty of Science, Hokkaido University, Sapporo, Japan (SAP): SAP 115701. Since a
strong eastward tidal current is dominant in the Tsugaru Strait, it is conceivable that the stranded
specimen acquired buoyancy by tangling with Sargassum thalli and drifted from the Sea of Japan.
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Fig. 1. Map showing distribution of Ecklonia cava subsp. stoloniféra in Japan. White star on the map showing the collection site, Shinori Coast,
Hakodate Hokkaido, where we found stranded thalli of the subspecies. Closed circles are previous records from databases of Herbarium of Faculty
of Science, Hokkaido University, Sapporo, Japan (SAP) and the National Museum of Nature and Science, Tokyo (TNS).
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Fig. 2. Pressed specimen of stranded thalli of Ecklonia cava subsp.
stolonifera collected at Shinori coast, Hakodate, Hokkaido on July 7,
2024. This specimen was deposited in the Herbarium of Faculty of
Science, Hokkaido University, Sapporo, Japan (SAP): SAP 115701. Scale
bar indicates 10 cm.
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