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“It may be pointed out that in as much as ‘Gracilaria confervoides’
has long been known and used as an agarphyte, that some critical exami-
nations are now called for to determine whether Gracilaria verrucosa
and the several morphologically similar species of Gracilariopsis are of
equal commerical value as sources of agar, or whether chemical diffe-
rences between these plants are appreciable and may have been re-
spensible for misleading analytical results in the past.”
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Summary

According to the suggestion by Dr. DAWSON, we attempted a comparative
analysis on the chemical components of a number of Gracilariaceae from
various localities in and out of Japan which are useful or promising agarphythe.

As a resuit, Gracilariopsis sjoestedtii collected by DAWSON at Carpenteria,
California, proved to excel others in the content of agar which amounted to
4991% of "anhydrous matter. Agar content of six samples of Gracilaric from

- Japan was from 38.81 to 42.36%.
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