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S. INOH (1959): On the life history in Dictyotaceae. I. Tetraspore-development in
Dictyota dichotoma (HUDS.) LAMOUR., Dictyopteris divaricata (OKAM.) OKAM.,
and Padina japonica YAMADA. Bot. Mag. Tokyo, 72, 261-268. 5) ROBINSON, W.
(1932): Observations on the Development of Taonia atomaria AG. Ann. Bot.,
XLVI, 113-122. 6) WILLIAMS, J. L. (1904): Studies in the Dictyotaceae. I. The
cytology of the Tetrasporangium and the Germinating Tetraspore. Ann. Bot., 18,
146-160.
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PROF. M. O. P. IYENGAR
1886-1963.

The Botanical world at large shares with the Indian Botanists the
sense of great loss in the sudden and quite unexpected death of Prof.
M. O. P. IYENGAR on the 10th December, 1963 at his Triplicane residence
in Madras, South India. He was just completing
three score and seventeen years when the eventful
incident has removed from the fraternity of lead-
ing Botanists one of its oldest and most valued
Indian Scientists.

Mandayam Osuri Parthasarathy Iyengar, en-
dearingly called by his more intimate associates
as “M.O.P. Iyengar” or “Pacha” was born on
the 15th December, 1886 in Triplicane, Madras,

in a well known and respectable Hindu Brahmin

By courtesy, I. C. A.
R., New Dehli

Vaishnavite family. At the early age of 14, Iyen-
gar Matriculated himself from Hindu High School,
Madras in 1900, and continued his collegiate course in the Presidency
College in the same town. After graduating in 1906, Iyengar took his
M. A. Degree with a dissertation in Algae in 1909, and in the same
year, he took services under the Madras Government as Curator in
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Botany in the Madras Government Museum. He did not, however, con-
tinue long in Museum service. In 1911, Iyengar switched over to the
Madras Educational Services in the Teachers Training College. In 1920,
Iyengar was appointed as Professor of Botany in the Presidency College,
a premier institution with an established rich tradition and reputation.
Iyengar continued in this capacity for about 13 years except for a small
break of 3 years between 1929-1932 when he worked at Queen Mary’s
College, London with Prof. F.E. Fritsch and obtained his Doctorate
degree of the London University. On his return to India, Iyengar’s
academic career moved to its zenith. He was appointed as Director of
the Madras University Botany Research Department in 1933, which post
he held without interruption till 1944.

Prof. Iyengar was an outstanding teacher of Botany, highly este-
emed both by his students and the faculty. His devotion to Botany, in
field, laboratory, class-room, herbarium and office was untiring. Apart
from his merits as a teacher, he was also a very enthusiastic collector of
plants. He maintained a strong belief in the value of field collections
and field studies as effective and powerful media of education and lear-
ning. With this end in view, Iyengar conducted several botanical col-
lecting and study tours to several places far and wide in South India.
His field knowledge of the extent and nature of Indian algae was un-
paralleled. His collections of these fascinating groups of little-known
plant species are extensive and intensive, rendering them as “unique”
possessions of an individual private enterprise. He was a stimulating and
energetic but modest teacher and his influence has been profound. He
bequathaes an honoured name to his collergues, students and all others
so fortunate as to work with and know him, several of them have already
established respected positions in their own fields.

Algae was only one of many subjects that engaged the interest of
Iyengar, in the scientific pursuits of which, he came out to be one of
the greatest workers in this subject and indeed in the whole field of
Oriental Algology. His pioneer spirit led him to intensive researches in
Indian Algology culminating in a series of outstanding publications.
Above all, to Iyengar is due what may be considered as one of the indi-
cations of his great versatality the record of having stimulated wide in-
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terests towards the algology of India as a whole. To him must be given
the honour of having stirred the popular appeal in this new field, as
could perhaps have been done by no other scholar. Iyengar was a schol-
ar of the old-school but with a modern vision. Through his untiring
efforts, Indian algology constantly pushed forward its boundaries with
entirely new approaches with emphasis on life-history and ontogeny. He
was interested not only in the growth of plants but also in the growing
of them, quite un-ostentatious; a window-sill, a porch or an un-obtrusive
corner of a terrace in his home providing him all the requisites of a site
for his algal cultures.

The discovery by Iyengar of numerous new species, a great number
of new genera and even some new families of algae from India is an
outstanding event of the present Century in the history of Indian algolo-
gy. His discovery of Fritschiella tuberosa IYENGAR, is of great phyloge-
netic importance in tracing the evolution of higher land-plants, as it is
now contended that algal groups have attained a certain level of somatic
differentiation, the heterotrichous filament being regarded as the probable
starting point for the evolution of land plants. Iyengar’s publications
are not only sound contributions to human knowledge, they are also best
examples of precision and of clarity of presentation. A glance at his
published titles will indicate his industry, broad interest, the degree to
which he concentrated on scientific problems and on the theoretical and
practical phase of his profession. With all his activities, he was never in
a hurry to publish the results of his findings through strenuous labour.
He was extremely cautious in his work and never published anything
without being completely sure of it. He was always ready and willing
not only to help but to do more than his share and to give unsparingly
of himself. He had a good appreciation of the work of younger men.

Prof. Iyengar enjoyed several privileges and recognitions in the
Botanical world in India and abroad. The Journal of Indian Botany
which was initiated in 1919 by enthusiastic men like L. J. Sedgwick,
T.R. D. Bell and P. F. Fyson, and which subsequently came out to be
the official organ of the Indian Botanical Society, founded in 1920, had
received considerable impetus and diligent services from Iyengar on
whom the management of the journal was entirely vested in the capacity
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of Editor, Business-manager and Treasurer. He enjoyed the confidence
that ‘was placed on him thus in 1925, for several years to follow.

-Prof. - Iyengar was elected a Fellow of several learned Societies as
the Linnean Society, London, Indian Academy of Sciences, National In-
stitute of Sciences, India, American Association for the Advancement of
Sciences, and others. Prof. Iyengar had the distinction of being elected
the “President in ‘the Botanical Section of the Indian Science Congress,
1928, the Hon. President of the VIII International Botanical Congress
held at Paris, 1954, the President of the International Phycological Seciety,
1963, and the Indian Phycological Society, 1959. Iyengar received several
honours he was the recipient of the first award of Prof. Birbal Sahni
Gold Medal by the Indian Botanical Society in 1957, the first award of
Sunder Lal Hora Gold Medal, by the National Institute of Sciences, In-
dia, in 1960. The too numerous new species, and some new genera of
algae and fungi named after Iyengar by several distinguished botanists,
and the Commemoration volume of the Indian Botanical Society, on the
occasion of Iyengar’s 60th birthday, would bear ample testimony to the
great respect and high regard he commanded from the Botanical world.

Prof.- Iyengar was..a renowned sportsman. Foot-ball was his fa-
vourite game in his younger days. As an adept centre-forward, he dis-
played the art of making progress through swift adroit passes, wriggling
through the thickest scrambles, thrushing forward with industrious and
graceful dashes and deft placements, all through having a sure ball-con-
trol. The game he played was indeed classic without any blemish or
untoward incident. Every event he participated provided for the habitue
at Madras-grounds a delightful evening, sending the fans home happy.
Later in his life, Iyengar took over to Billiards in which game also he
maintained exceptionally high standards.

Prof. Iyengar maintained throughout a love of South Indian Car-
natic Music. It always proved to be a matter of delight to hear him
muse even in the midst of his perambulations in the fields in quest of
possible new finds and in the matter of inquiry into or unravalling the
mysteries of Nature.

To many of his associates, Prof. Iyengar was as much a perfect
gentleman ‘as he was a scientist: He was a man of quiet but firm deter-
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mination, with a gentle and unfailing sense of humour. He never sought
renown. He was most affable, compassionate, unassuming and generally
of a modest and reclusive disposition. But he never deviated from his
dedication to research. In short, he was a man of exceptionally high
standards noble traits and lofty ideals. Even when his health failed dur-
ing the last few years, he took the infirmities of his age as lightly as he
could. ,

Prof. Iyengar died quite unexpectedly while deeply engroséed prob-
ing into some of his new discoveries through the microscope, a circum-
stance which would amply vouch for his “true love, unfailing enthusiasm,
sustained vigor and interest” in his chosen field of algology. In his death,
many have lost a staunch and a good friend. His death, indeed, is a-sad
blow to Indian Algology in particular. But the cherished and endeared
name of Iyengar will still continue to live through his scientific legacy
and in the memory of those who were privileged to know him and to
work under him. Future algologists will continue to gain from his cre-
ative wealth of papers; and the best tribute that we can pay to Prof.
Iyengar will be to follow his examples and scientific canons which have
made his publications and accomplishments remain as a monument and
constant reminder of the magnitude of his professional skill and attain-
ments.

10th Aug., 1964. %
Indian Museum
Calcutta (India) L// %&&Wl
-——T"
K. S. Srinivasan

PHYCOLOGICAL CONTRIBUTIONS OF
M. O. P. IYENGAR.

1920. Observations on the Volvocaceae of Madras. J. Indian bot. Soc. 1: 330-336.
1923. Note on some attached froms of Zygnemaceae. Ibid. 3: 192-200. 1925. Note
on two species of Botrydium from India. Ibid. 4: 193-201. —. Hydrodictyon
indicum, a new species from Madras. Ibid. 4: 315-317. 1927. Krusadai Island
Flora. Bull. Madras Govt. Mus. S. Nat. Hist. Sect. 1: 185-188. 1929. Algal work
in India. Presidential address, Sn. Botany in Proc. 15th Indian Sci. Congr.: 207-
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222. 1932. Two little known genera of green algae (Tetrasporidium and Ecbal-
locystis). Ann. bot. London 46: 191-227. —. (IYENGAR, M. O. P, et M. O. T)
On Characium growing on Anopheles larvae. New Phytol. 31: 66-69. —. Frit-
schiella, a new terrestrial member of the Chaetophoraceae. Ibid. 31: 329-335.

—. Studies on Indian Zygnemales. Rev. Algol. 6: 263-274. 1933. Ecballocystopsis
indica n. gen. et sp., a new member of the Chlorodendrales. Ann. bot. London 47:
21-25. —. On the formation of gametes in a Caulerpa (Preliminary note). J.
Indian bot. Soc. 12: 325. —. Contributions to our knowledge of the Colonial
Volvocales of South India. J. Linn. Soc. bot. London 49: 323-374. —. On an
Indian form of Protosiphon botryoides KLEBS. Arch. Protistenk. 79: 298-302.  1936.
Characiosiphon, a new member of the Chlorophyceae. J. Indian bot. Soc. 15: 313~
318. 1937. Fertilization in Eudorina elegans EHRENBERG. Ibid. 16: 111-118,

1938. On the structure and life-history of Pseudovalonia forbesii (HARV.) IYENGAR
(Valonia forbesii HARV.). Ibid. 17: 191-194. 1939. Algal problems peculiar to the
Tropics with special reference to India. Proc. 25th Indian Sci. Congr. Calcutta, pt.

IV: 1-16. —. On the life-history of Cylindrocapsa geminella WOLLE. Curr. Sci.
8: 216-217. 1940. On the formation of gametes in a Caulerpa. J. Indian bot. Soc.
18: 191-194. —. (IYENGAR et RAMANATHAN, K. R) On sexual reproduction

"in a Dictyosphaerium. Ibid. 18: 195-200. —. (IYENGAR et KANTHAMMA, S.
On Hormidiella, a new member of the Ulotrichaceae. Ibid. 19: 157-166. —.
(IYENGAR et KANTHAMMA, S.) On Ulotrichopsis viridis gen. et sp. nov. Ibid. 19:
167-170. —. (IYENGAR et RAMANATHAN, K. R.) On the reproduction of Ana-
dyomene stellata (WULF.) AG. (Preliminary note). Ibid. 19: 175-176. —. (IYENGAR
et RAMANATHAN, K. R.) Cladospongia, a new member of the Craspedomonadaceae
from Madras. Ibid. 19: 241-245. 1941. (IYENGAR et VIMALA BAI). Desmids from
Kodaikanal South India. Ibid. 20: 73-103. —. (IYENGAR et KANTHAMMA, S.)
A note on Heterothrichopsis viridis gen. et sp. nov. Ibid. 20: 105. —. (IYENGAR
et RAMANATHAN, K. R.) On the life-history and cytology of Microdictyon tenuius
(AG.) DECSNE. (Preliminary note). Ibid. 20 : 157-159. 1942. (IYENGAR et RAMANA-
THAN, K. R.) Triplastrum, a new member of the Desmidiaceae from South India.
Ibid. 21 231-237. —. (IYENGAR et SUBRAHMANYAN, R.) On reduction division
and auxospore formation in Cyclotella meneghiniana KUETZ. Ibid. 21 : 231-237.

1943. (IYENGAR et SUBRAHMANYAN, R.) Fossil diatoms from the Karewa Beds of
Kashmir. Proc. Nat. Acad. Sci. India 13: 225-236. 1944. (IYENGAR et SUBRAH-
MANYAN, R.) On the structure and development of the spines or setae of some
centric diatoms. Ibid. 14: 114-124. —. (IYENGAR et SUBRAHMANYAN, R.) On
reduction division and auxospore formation in Cyclotella meneghiniana KUETZ. J.
Indian bot. Soc. 23: 125-152. —. (IYENGAR et DESIKACHARY, T. V.) A syste-
matic account of some marine Myxophyceae of the South Indian Coast. J. Madras
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Univ. (B) 16: 37-68. 1946. ([YENGAR et DESIKACHARY, T. V.) Mastigocladopsis
Jogensis gen. et sp. nov., a new member of the Stigonemataceae. Proc. Indian Acad.
Sci. (B) 24: 55-59. —. (IYENGAR et DESIKACHARY, T. V.) Johannesbaptistia
pellucida (DICKIE) TAYLOR et DROUET from Madras. J. Indian bot. Soc. 25: 117-
121.  1949. (IYENGAR et BALAKRISHNAN, M. S.) Morphology and cytology of
Polysiphonia platycarpa BOERGS. (Preliminayr note). Proc. Indian Acad. Sci. (B) 29:
105-108. 1950. (IYENGAR et BALAKRISHNAN, M. S.) Morphology and cytology of
Polysiphonia platycarpa BOERGS. Ibid. 31: 135-161. 1951. Chlorophyta in Manual
of Phycology (ed. SMITH): 21-67. Chronica Botanica, Waltham, Mass., U. S. A.
—. (IYENGAR et RAMANATHAN, K. R.) On the structure and reproduction of
Pleodorina sphaerica IYENGAR. Phytomorph. 1: 215-224. —. (IYENGAR et VEN-
KATARAMAN, G.) The ecology and seasonal succession of the algal flora of the
river Cooum at Madras, with special reference to the Diatomaceae. J. Madras Uniwv.
(B) 21: 140-192. 1953. (IYENGAR et DESIKACHARY, T. V.) Occurrence of three-
pored heterocysts in Brachytrichia balani (LLOYD) BORN. et FLAH. Curr. Sci. 22:
180-181. 1954. On the asexual and sexual reproduction of Characiosiphon rivu-
laris 1YENGAR. J. Indian bot. Soc. 33: 148-151. —. (IYENGAR et RAMANA-
THAN, K. R.) On a new species of Halicystis from South India. Ibid. 33: 447-458.
—. (IYENGAR et DESIKACHARY, T. V.) On the mode of development of reverse
V-shaped branching in Myxophyceae. Proc. VIII Int. bot. Congr. Paris 17 : 104-106.
—. A note on a Gloeococcus A. BRAUN. Ibid. 17: 98-99. 1956. (IYENGAR et
PHILIPOSE, M. T.) Gloeotilopsis planctonica gen. et sp. nov. A new member of the
Ulotrichaceae. J. Indian bot. Soc. 35: 365-370. —. (LIYENGAR et BALAKRISHNAN,
M. S.) On sexual reproduction in a new species of Golenkinia. Ibid. 35: 371-373.
1957. On the structure and life-history of Cylindrocapsopsis indica gen. et sp. nov.
J. Madras Univ. (B) 27: 49-70. —. Algology in Progress of Science in India
(ed G. P. MAJUMDAR), Sect. IV, botany: 229-251. Nat. Inst. Sci. India, New Delhi.
1958. Three new species of Temnogametum from South India. J. Indian bot. Soc.
37: 203-219. —. A new type of lateral conjugation in Spirogyra. Ibid. 37:
387-393. —. Nitella terrestris sp. nov., a terrestrial Charophyte from South
India. Bull. bot. Soc. Bengal 12: 85-90. 1960. Some interesting green algae. Proc.
Symposium Algol. New Delhi: 390-406.  1962. Euglena studies from Madras.
Arch. Mikrobiol. 42: 322-332. —. Dendrocystis raoi gen. et sp. nov., a new
dendroid member of the Chlorococcales. Phykos 1: 40-44. 1963. Latin diagnoses
of new Taxa of Zygnematales. Phykos 2: 54-62.

OTHER PUBLICATIONS.

1915. Observations on the defoliation of some Madras trees. J. & Proc. Asiat. Soc.
n.s. 11: 19-25.  1923. Two instances of short cuts by animals to the nectaries of
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flowers. J. Indian bot. Soc. 3: 285-288. @ —. A note on a bulbiferous cocoanut
tree from Malabar. Ibid. 3: 289-291. 1938. The vegetation of Madras and its
environs in A Scientific Survey of Madras and its Environs. Univ. Madras. : 52~
59. 1954. (IYENGAR et KRISHNAMURTHY, V.) A note on Aseroe rubra (LA BILL.)
FRIES var. ceylanica (BERK.) FISCHER from South India. Lloydia 17: 257-262.
1955. (IYENGAR et RAMAKRISHNAN, K. & SUBRAMANIAN, C. V.) A new species
of Sapromyces from South India. J. Indian bot. Soc. 34 : 140-145. .
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