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印度の藻類学者故イエンガー氏とその業績

神谷平*

印度の蔀類学者 M釧 DAY，品在 OSURIPARTHASARATHY lYENGAR博士は

昨年末の 1963年12月10日，印度のマドラスの住宅において突如他界され

た。行年満73歳。彼は印度の蔀類学者として世界に知られ，特に淡水藻類

の研究には業績が多く，彼の逝去は学界から深く惜しまれている。

彼は 1886年12月15日マドラスのヒンズー教最高階級の僧侶の家に生

まれ，ヒンズ戸教高等学校を経てマドラス大学に学び， 1909年に藻類の研究

で学位を得た。同年マドラス博物館の植物の管理者となり， 1911年に教員養

成の大学に転勤， 1920年に省立大学の植物学の教授になった。 1929--32年の

3年間，英国ロンドンにある QueenMary's collegeの有名な蔀類学者F.E.

FRITSCH教授の下で藻類を研究し，ロンドン大学で学位を獲得した。印度に

帰って 1933-44年までマドラス大学の植物学研究袋の主任の席を全うさ

れた。

彼は植物学の教授として教育は勿論，研究や植物採集にも熱心で紳士的

で弟子や教授団からも深く尊敬されながら，印度の遅れた藻類学を築きあげ

現在数多くの弟子遥が活躍しているととは衆知の通りである。

彼の藻類研究の業績は数多く，沢山な新種を発見し，新属，新科名を発

表したが，特に Fritschiellatuberosa lYENGARの発見は陸上植物への進化の

出発点ともなる藻類で，系統発生学上重要な業績となった。また彼は協力者

とともに熱心に JournalofIndian Botanyを1919年に発刊し，翌1920年に

* 愛知学芸大学生物学教室
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は印度植物学会を発会させた。なおi皮は印度の学会のみでなく世界の多くの

学会にも認められて幾つかの評議員にも選ばれ， 彼の学識は I~~ く評価され，

1963年には InternationalPhycological Societyの会長に選ばれた。

彼は単に印度の泌類学者としてのみではなく ，東洋は勿論，世界の謀類

学者として名を残し，その業績は世界の藻類研究史上に M.O. P. lYENGAR 

の偉名とと もに永遠に残るであろう。

筆者はフウセンモの研究中， 懇切な教示を得た乙とがあり， 同氏lζ感謝する と共!C乙

乙に哀悼の怠を表し，インド カノレカ γタの lndianMuseumの K.S. SRH、.nVASAN氏の

筆になる Prof.M. O. P. IYENGARの稿を摘要 し，その原文をも併せ掲げて，故人の業績

を談え多くの方がたに紹介する次第である。 1964年9月15日

PROF. M. O. P. IYENGAR 

1886-1963. 

The Botanical world at large shares with th巴 IndianBotanists the 

sense of great loss in the slldd巴nand quite unexp巴cteddeath of Prof. 

M. O. P. IYEr心ARon th巴 10thDecember， 1963 at his Triplicane residence 

in Madras， South India. He was jllSt completing 

three score and seventeen years when th巴巴ventful

incident has removed from the fraternity of lead-

ing Botanists one of its oldest and most valllecl 

lndian Scientists 

Mandayam Osuri Parthasarathy Iyengar， en-

dearingly called by his more intimate associates 

as“M. O. P. lyengar" or“Pacha" was born on 

the 15th Dec巴mber，1886 in Triplicane， Madras， 

in a well known and respectable Hinclll Brahmin 

Vaishnavite family. At the early age of 14， Iyen-

gar Matriclllated himself from I-lindll High School， 

By courtesy， 1. C. A. 
R.， New Dehli 

Madras in 1900， ancl continued his collegiate COllrse in th巴 Presidency

College in the same town. After gracluating in 1906， Iyengar took his 

M. A. Degree with a dissertation in Algae in 1909， and in the same 

year， he took services under the Madr出 Governmentas Curator in 
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Botany in the Madras Government Museum. He did not， however， con. 
tinue long in Museum service. In 1911， Iyengar switched over to the 

Madras Educational Services in the Teachers Training College. In 1920， 

Iyengar was appointed as Professor of Botany in the Presidency College， 
a premier institution with an established rich tradition and reputation. 

Iyengar continued in this capacity for about 13 years except for a small 

break of 3 years between 1929-1932 when he worked at Queen Mary's 

College， London with Prof. F. E. Fritsch and obtained his Doctorate 
degree of the London University. On his return to India， Iyengar's 
academic career moved to its zenith. He was appointed as Director of 

the Madras University Botany Research Department in 1933， which post 
he held without interruption till 1944. 

Prof. Iyengar was an outstanding teacher of Botany， highly este. 
emed both by his students and the faculty. His devotion to Botany， in 
field， laboratory， class.room， herbarium and 0伍cewas untiring. Apart 
from his merits as a teacher， he was also a very enthusiastic collector of 
plants. He maintained a strong beHef in the value of field collections 

and field studies as effective and powerful media of education and lear. 

ning. With this end in view， Iyengar conducted several botanical col. 

lecting and study tours to several places far and wide in South India. 

His field knowledge of the extent and nature of Indian algae was un. 

paralleled. His collections of these fascinating groups of little.known 

plant species are extensive and intensive， rendering them as“unique" 
possessions of an individual private enterprise. He was a stimulating and 

energetic but modest teacher and his influence has been profound. He 

bequathaes an honoured name to his collergues， students and all others 
so fortunate as to work with and know him， several of them have already 
estabHshed respected positions in their own fields. 

Algae was only one of many subjects that engaged the interest of 

Iyengar， in the scientific pursuits of which， he came out to be one of 

the greatest workers in this subject and indeed in the whole field of 

Oriehtal Algology. His pioneer spirit led him to intensive researches in 

Indian Algology culminating in a series of outstanding publications. 

Above all， to Iyengar is due what may be considered as one of the indi. 
cations of his great versatality the record of having stimulated wide in. 
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terests towards the algology of lndia as a whole. To him must be given 

the honour of having stirred the popular appeal in出isnew field， as 
could perhaps have been done by no other scholar. lyengar was a schol-

ar of the old-school but with a modem vision. Through his untiring 

e妊orts，lndian algology constantly pushed forward its boundaries with 
entirely new approaches with emphasis on life-history and ontogeny. He 

was interested not only in the growth of plants but also in the growing 

of them， quite un-ostentatious; a window-sill， a porch or an un-obtrusive 
comer of a terrace in his home providing him all the requisites of a site 

for his algal cultures. 

The discovery by lyengar of numerous new species， a great number 
of new genera and even some new families of algae from lndia is an 

outstanding event of the present Century in the history of lndian algolo-

gy. His discovery of Fritschiella tuberosa lYENGAR， is of great phyloge-

netic importance in tracing the evolution of higher land-plants， as it is 
now contended that algal groups have attained a certain l~vel of somatic 

differentiation， the heterotrichous filament being regarded as the probable 
starting point for the evolution of land plants. lyengar's publications 

are not only sound contributions to human knowledge， they are also best 

examples of precision and of clarity of presentation. A glance at his 

published titles will indicate his industry， broad interest， the degree to 
which he concentrated on scientific problems and on the theoretical and 

practical phase of his profession. With all his activities， he was never in 

a hurry to publish the results of his findings through strenuous labour. 

He was extremely cautious in his work and never published anything 

without being completely sure of it. He was always ready and willing 

not only to help but to do more than his share and to give unsparingly 

of himself. He had a good appreciation of the work of younger men. 

Prof. lyengar enjoyed several privileges and recognitions in the 

Botanical world in lndia and abroad. The Joumal of lndian Botany 

which was initiated in 1919 by enthusiastic men like L. J. Sedgwick， 

T. R. D. Bell and P. F. Fyson， and which subsequently came out to be 

the 0伍cialorgan of the lndian Botanical Society， founded in 1920， had 
received considerable impetus and diligent services from lyengar on 

whom the management of the joumal was entirely vested in the capacity 
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of Editor， Business.manager. and Treasurer. He enjoyed the confIdence 

出atwasplaced on him thus in 1925， for several years to follow. 

• Prof. . 1yengar' was elected a Fellow of several leamed Societies as 
the Linneari Society， London， 1ndian Academy of Sciences， National 1n. 
stitlite of Scierices， 1ndia， American Association for the Advancement of 
Sciences， and others. Prcif. 1yengar had the distinction of being elected 
the ':PrEisident in .the . Botilnical Section of the 1ndian Science Congress， 
1928， the Hon. President of the V1U lritemational Botanical Congress 
held at Paris，1954， the President of the 1ntemational Phycological Seciety， 
1963， and the 1ndian Phycological Society， 1959. 1yengar received several 
honours he was the recipieilt of the fIrst award of Prof. Birbal Sahni 

Gold Medal by the 1ndian Botanical Society in 1957，也.efIrstaward of 

Sunder Lal. Hora Gold Medal， by the National 1nstitute of Sciences， 1n. 
dia， ;in 1960. The. too numerous new species，and some new genera of 
algae and fungi named after 1yengar by several distinguished botanists， 
and出.eCommemoration volume of the 1ndian Botanical Society， on the 
occasion of 1yengar's 60th birthday， would bear ample testimony to the 
great respect and high regard he commanded from the Botanical world. 

Prof.. 1yengar. was，.a renowned sportsman. Foot.ball was his fa. 

vourite game in his younger. days. As. an adept centre.forward， he dis. 

played the art of making progress through swift adroit passes， wriggling 
through the thickest scrambles， thrushing forward with industrious and 
graceful dashes and deft placements， all through having a sure ball.con. 
trol. The game he. played was indeed classic without any blemish or 

untoward incident. Every event he participated provided for the habitue 

at Madras.grounds a delightful evening， sending the fans home happy. 
Later in his life， 1yengar took over to Billiards in which game also he 
maintained exceptionally high standards. 

Prof. 1yengar maintained throughout a love of South 1ndian Car. 

natic Music. It always proved to be a matter of delight to hear him 

muse even in the midst of his perambulations in the fIelds in quest of 

possible new fInds and in the matter of inquiry into or unravalling the 

mysteries of Nature. 

τo many of his associates， Prof. 1yengar was as much a perfect 
gentleman .. as he was a scientist. He was a man of quiet but fIrm deter. 
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mination， with a gentle and unfailing sense of humour. He never sought 

renoWD. He was most affable， compassionate， unassuming and generally 
of a modest and reclusive disposition. But he never deviated from his 

dedication to research. In short， he was a man of exceptionally high 
standards noble traits and lofty ideals. Even when his health failed dur-

ing the last few years， he took the infirmities of his age as 1ightly as he 
could. 

Prof. Iyengar died quite unexpectedly while deeply engroseed prob-

ing into some of his new discoveries through the microscope， a circum-
st姐 cewhich would amply vouch for his “true love， unfai1ing enthusiasm， 
sustained vigor and interest" in his chosen field of algology. In his death， 
many have lost a staunch and a good friend. His death， indeed， is a. sad 
blow to Indian Algology in particular. But the cherished and endeared 

name of Iyengar will stil1 continue to 1ive through his scientific legacy 

and in the memory of those who were privileged to know him and to 

work under him. Future alg010gists wil1 continue to gain from his cre-

ative wealth of papers; and the best tribute that we can pay to Prof. 

Iyengar wi11 be to follow his examples and scientific canons which have 

made his pub1ications and accomp1ishments remain as a monument and 

constant reminder of the magnitude of his professional ski11 and attain-

ments. 

10th Aug.， 1964. 

Indian Museum 
Calcutta (India) jJja;~ 

，ーーー.・
K. S. Srinivasan 

PHYCOLOGICAL. CONTRIBUTIONS OF 
M. O. P. lYENGAR. 

1920. Observations on the Volvocac伺 eof Madras. J. 1ndian bot. Soc. 1: 330-336. 

1923. Note on some attached froms of Zygnemaceae. 1bid. 3: 192-200. 1925. Note 

on two spec同 of Botrydium from India. 1m・d.4: 193-201.ー. 去ら，drodictyon
indicum， a new species from Madras. 1bid. 4: 315-317. 1927. Krusadai Island 
Flora. Bull. Madras Govt. Mus. S. Nat. Hist. Sect. 1: 185-188. 1929. Algal work 
in India. Presidential address， Sn. Botany in Proc. 15th 1ndian Sci. Congr.: 207-
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222. 1932. Two little known genera of green algae (Tetr，ω;poridium and &bal-
locystis). Ann. bot. London 46: 191-227.ー.(IYENGAR， M. O. P. et M. O. T.) 
On Characium growing on Anopheles larvae. New Phytol. 31: 66-69. ー.Frit-

schiella， a new terres住ialmember of the Chaetophorac鎚 e.1bid. 31: 329-335. 
ー.Studies on Indian Zygnemales. Rev. AIgol. 6: 263-.幻'4. 1933. &ballocystopsis 
indica n. gen. et sp.， a new member of the Chlorodendrales. Ann. bot. London 47: 
21-25.ー.On the formation of gametes in a Cauleゆa (Preliminary note).よ
1ndian bot. Soc. 12: 325.ー.Contributions to our knowledge of the Colonial 
Volvocales of South India. J. Linn. Soc. bot. London 49: 323-374.ー.On an 
Indian form of 丹otosiphonbotryoides KLEBS. Arch. Protistenk. 79: 298-302. 1936. 

Characiosiphon， a new member of the Chlorophyceae.よ1ndianbot. Soc. 15: 313-
318. 1937. Fertilization in Eudorina elegans EHRENBERG. 1bid. 16: 111-118. 

1938. On the structure and life-history of Pseudovalonia forbesii (HARV.) IYENGAR 

(Valonia forbesii HARV.). 1bi・d.17: 191-194. 1939. Algal problems pecul町 tothe 

Tropics with spec凶 referenceto India. Proc. 25th 1ndian Sd. Congr. Calcutta， pt. 
1V: 1-16.ー.On the life-history of Cylindrocapsa geminella WOLLE. Curr. Sci. 
8: 216-217. 1940. On the formation of gametes in a Cauleゆa.よ1ndi・'anbot. Soc. 

18: 191-194. ー.(IYENGAR et RAMANATHAN， K. R.) On sexual reproduction 
in a Dic，砂tO~ψhaet拘m. 1bid. 18: 195-200. ー.(IYENGAR et KANTHAMMA， S.) 
On Hormidiella， a new member of the Ulo位ichaceae.1bid. 19: 157-166. 一.
(IYENGAR et KANTHAMMA， S.) On Ulotrichopsis viri・disgen. et sp. nov. 1bid. 19: 
167-170.ー.(IYENGAR et RAMANATHAN， K. R.) On the reproduction of Ana-
dyomene stellata (WULF.) AG. (Preliminary note). 1bid. 19: 17ι176. -. (IYENGAR 

et RAMANATHAN， K. R.) Clado宅pongia，a new member of the Craspedomonadaceae 
from Madras. lbid. 19: 241-245. 1941. (IYENGAR et VIMALA BAI). Desmids from 

Kodaikanal South India. 1bid. 20: 73-103. -. (IYENGAR et KANTHAMMA， S.) 
A note on Heterothrichopsis viridis gen. et sp. nov. 1bid.却 105. ー.(IYENGAR 
et RAMAN~THAN， K. R.) On the life-history and cytology of Mi・'crodic砂ontenuiu.c 

(AG.) DECSNE. (Pre1iminary note). 1bid. 20: 157-159. 1942. (IYENGAR et RAMANA-

THAN， K. R.) Triplastrum， a new member of the Desmidiaceae from South India. 
lbid. 21: 231-237.ー.(IYENGAR et SUBRAHMANYAN， R.) On reduction division 
and auxospore formation in Cyclotella meneghiniana KUETZ. 1bid. 21: 231-237. 

19拡 (IYENGARet SUBRAHMANY AN， R.) Fossil diatoms from the Ka 
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Univ. (B) 16: 37-68. 1946. (IYENGAR et DESIKACHARY， T. V.) Mastigocladopsis 
jogensis gen. et sp. nov.， a new member of the Stigonematac偲 e.Proc. /ndian Acad. 
Sci. (局 24:55-59. ー.(IYENGAR et DESIKACHARY， T. V.) Johannesbaptistia 
pellucida (DICKIE) T AYLOR et DROUET from Madras. J. /ndian bot. Soc. 25: 117-

121. 1949. (IYENGAR et BALAKRISHNAN， M. S.) Morphology and cytology of 
Polysiphonia platyca桝 BOERGS.(PreIiminayr note). Proc. /ndian Acad. Sci. (B)却:

105-1凶.1950. (IYENGAR et BALAKRISHNAN， M. S.) Morphology and cytology of 
Polysiphonia platyca7μBOERGS. /bid. 31: 13ι161. 1951. Clzlorophyta in Manual 

of Phycology (ed. S阻 TH):21-67. Chronica Botanica，陥 ltham，Mass.， U. S. A. 
一.(IYENGAR et RAMANATHAN， K. R.) On出estructure and reproduction of 
Pleodorina sphaerica IYENGAR. Phytomor同.1: 215ー224. -. (IYENGAR et VEN-

KATARAMAN， G.) The ecology and 5飽 sonalsuccession of the algal flora of the 
river Cooum at Madras， with special reference to the Diatomac飽 e.J. Madras UnI1.'. 
(B) 21: 1Mト192. 19田.(IYENGAR et DESIKACHARY， T. V.) Occurrence of出ree-

pored heterocysts in Brachytrichia balani (LLOYD) BORN. et FLAH. Curr. Sci. 22: 

180-181. 1954. On the asexual and sexual reproduction of Characiosiphon rivu・

laris IYENGAR.よ /ndianbot. Soc. 33: 148-151.ー.(IYENGAR et RAMANA-

THAN， K. R.) On a new species of Halicystis from South India. /bid. 33: 447-458. 

一.(IYENGAR et DESIKACHARY， T. V.) On the mode of development of reverse 
V-shaped branching in Myxophyceae. Proc. VII/ /nt. bot. Congr. Paris 17: 10ι106. 

ー.A note on a Gloeococcus A BRAUN. /bid. 17: 98-99. 1956. (IYENGAR et 

PHIUPOSE， M. T.) Gloeotilopsis planctonica gen. et sp. nov. A new member of the 
U10住ichac問.よ /ndianbot. Soc. 35: 36ι370. -. (lYENGAR et BALAKRISHNAN， 
M. S.) On sexual reproduction in a new species of Golenkinia. /bid. 35: 371-373. 

1957. On the structure and Iife-history of Cylindrocapsopsis indi・cagen. et sp. nov. 
よ MadrasUniv. (B) 27: 49-70. ー . Algology in p，噌 ressof Science in /ndia 
(ed G. P. MAJUMDAR)， Sect. /V， botany: 229-251.地 t./nst. Sci. /ndia， New Delhi. 
1958. Three new species of Temnogametum from South India.よ /ndianbot. Soc. 

37:却3ー219. ー.A new type of lateral conjugation in Spirogyra. /bid. 37: 
387-393. -. Nitella terl'estris sp. nov.， a terrestrial Charophyte from South 
India. Bull. bot. Soc. Bellgal 12: 85-90. 1960. Some interesting green algae. Proc. 

Symposium Algol. New Delhi: 3叡ト406. 1962. Euglena studies from Madras. 

Arch. Mik，'obiol. 42: 322-332. ー . Dendrocystis raoi gen 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS. 

1915. Observations on the defoliation of some Madras trees.ょ&:Proc. Asiat. Soc. 
n .. c. 11: 19-25. 1923. Two ins包ncesof short cuts by animals to the nectaries of 
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姐owers.J. lndian bot. Soc. 3: 285-288. 一.A note on a bulbiferous cocoanut 
tree from Malabar. lbid. 3: 289-291. 1938. The vegetation of Madras and its 

environs in A Scientific 品開'eyof Madras and 伯 Environs.Univ. Madr.瓜:52-

59. 1954. (IYENGAR et K，RISHNAMURTHY， V.) A note on Aseroe叩 bra(LA BILL.) 
FRIES var. ceylani・'ca(BERK.) FISCHER from South India. Lloydia 17: 257-262. 

19騎.(IYENGAR et RAMAKRISHNAN， K. & SUBRAMANIAN， C. V.) A new species 
of Saj>>刀mycesfrom South India.よlndi・'anbot. Soc. 34: 140-145. 

学 会 録事

会員移動

(昭和39年8月16日より昭和39年12月15日まで)

新入会 (8名)

住所変更 (11名)
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