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Growth pattern in Zostera nana (=Zostera japonica ASHERSON et GRAEBNER) was
observed at Hosonosu in Mihara Strait, the east of Hiroshima Bay.

During the growth of the stem, a new node is formed on its top, where a new leaf
soon starts to grow. Nearly at the same time, the leaf belonging to the lowest node decays

and roots are pushed out from this node.

Growth pattern in Zostera nana is the same as the one in Zostera marina basically,
but differs in that the stem of Zostera nana keeps growing in the mud.

Jun-ichi Tsukidate and Shigeki Takamori, Nansei Regional Fisheries Research La-
boratory, 7782-9 Maruishi, Ohno-machi, Saiki-gun, Hiroshima Pref., 789-04 Japan.
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Fig. 1. Map of Hosonosu in Mihara Strait.
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Fig. 2. Diagrammatic representation of growth pattern in Zostera nana.
Growth proceeds from left to right.
1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 indicate nodes.
®, ®, ®, @ and ® indicate leaves.
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