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KUROGI, M. 1979. On the scientific name of “Numehanori’, a delesseriacean red alga.
Jap. J. Phycol. 27: 213-215.

A delesseriacean red alga, “Numehanori” in Japanese, distributed in Hokkaido and
northern Honshu was first described by HARVEY from Hakodate as Delesseria serrulata
HARVEY (1856). Later, the alga was renamed as Delesseria violacea by J. AGARDH (1872)
and combined with Apoglossum as A. violaceum by ]. AGARDH (1898). In Japan the name
of A. violaceum (HARV.) J. AGARDH was used for the alga by OKAMURA (1902, 1908) and
YENDO (1911). OKAMURA (1936) changed the author name as Delesseria violacea (HARV.)
KYLIN without citing the literature, and subsequent authors in Japan have used this name.
Nomenclatural investigation of the papers concerned revealed that the correct name of
“Numehanori” is Delesseria serrulata HARVEY and at least the specific epithet “serrulata”
should not be changed. The author name, KYLIN, seems to have been mistaken by
OKAMURA in preparing his manuscript of “Nihon Kaisoshi” (1936).

Munenao Kurogi, Department of Botany, Faculty of Science, Hokkaido University,
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