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Prasiola japonica YATABE is a green alga which grows on the rocks in restricted moun-
tain streams in the Kanto and western districts of Japan. Investigation into its distribution
and growth conditions are still needed. Many field surveys to solve these problems were
carried out in the Tamagawa River System for several years after 1973.

Nineteen localities including five which had been previously reported were found through
the surveys. It has been certified that all localities are located in the areas of the Chichibu-
system of the Paleozoic, and the Triassic-system or the Torinosu-group of the Mesozoic.
These strata, which contain scattered limestone and chert, cover the area north of the
median line dividing the branches of the Kita-akikawa River and the Minami-akikawa River.

In the Tamagawa River System the Prasiola germs occur at all localities by the end of
June, and they are numerous and prosperous from summer to autumn. The grown thalli
are mosaicked by groups of male and female gametangia produced on the same thallus from
autumn to winter, and become ragged and decrease in size with the liberation of gametes,
and then disappear by February.
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Fig. 1. Map showing the localities of Prasiola japonica YATABE in the Tamagawa River System,

Tokyo. The letters A-S and KZ denote the localities.

A. Ohtabagawa River (Xf3JI[); B. Irikawa-

dani (AJII4); C. Ohsawa (kiR); D. Kawanori-dani (JI|&%) ; E. Jimba-zawa (#JE{R); F. Kurasawa-
dani (ARA); G. Taru-sawa (#&{R) ; H. Takanosu-dani (& #.4) ; L. Karoh-dani (#» » —%) ; J. Ogawa-
dani (/MII#A); K. Gani-zawa (# ={R); L. Magosoh-dani (###4); M. Tochiyori-zawa (#FzFiR) ; N.

Oku-sawa (BiR); O. Yohsawagawa River (FERJI|);

P. Akai-zawa (##iR); Q. Mizunoto-zawa (K /

PiR); R. Sohdake-zawa (#2f31R); S. Tsukiyomi-zawa (A®RIR); KZ. Kiwazasu (i&fg).
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Fig. 2. Map showing the geological positioning of localities of Prasiola japonica in the Tamagawa

River System, Tokyo.
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