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Shin-ichiro Abe, Yoshihiko Sakanishi, Yoshitake Takada and Naoto Kajiwara: Japanese consumer’s purchase intention of an edible brown

alga (Sargassum horneri) harvesting in Niigata Prefecture. Jpn. J. Phycol. (Sorui) 60: 15-20, March 10,2012

Brown alga, Sargassum horneri, is a local seafood in the seaboard of the Sea of Japan and contains various substances for maintaining
human health. To investigate the purchase intention of S. horneri, a questionnaire survey was conducted after tasting S. horneri (wt. 10 g)
by the people attending the exhibition of the Japan Sea National Fisheries Research Institute in October, 2011. The 86 % of the respondents
lived in Niigata City lying on the coast of the Sea of Japan, but the 58 % had never eaten S. horneri. Some 80 % wished to eat S. horneri,
if they had a chance to buy it, because of its taste and healthful features. The ratio of people that wished to eat S. horneri was greater in the
people who have previously eaten it than the people with no experience of eating it. Furthermore, the optimal price was estimated at 110 yen

per 40 g of S. horneri using a buy-response curve.
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