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Takashi Nakada: Japanese and kanji names found in a dictionary, Eitai Setsuyo Mujinzo (Inexhaustible
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Eitai Setsuyo Mujinzo (Inexhaustible Eternal Word Collection for Everyday Use) was one of the most
common Japanese-Kanji-word dictionary in the 19th century. In this study, words related to algae and
their kanji names were surveyed throughout the food-and-clothes and plant divisions of the Tenpo 2
(1831) edition of the dictionary. Sixty-six words (10 from food-and-clothes and 56 from plant divisions)
including 49 algal names (one from food-and-clothes and 48 from plant divisions) were recognized and
compared with currently used Japanese and Latin names. Most of the Japanese and kanji names were
comparable to currently used algal names, but a few kanji names were inconsistent with current usages.
The vocabulary of the dictionary was also compared with that of one century-old and four current
Japanese dictionaries. These results should contribute to understanding the common knowledge on
algae among Japanese intellectuals in the late Edo period.
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